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Educational Background 
 

Year Institute Degree Field of Study 

1981-1985 Dr. Shariati High School Diploma Natural Sciences 

1986-1990 Guilan University B.Sc. Agronomy 

1994-1997 Tarbiat Modarres University M.Sc. Agronomy & Crop Physiology 

2003-2008 
University of the Philippines, Los 
Baños  

PhD 
Genetics, Molecular Biology and 
Biotechnology 

 
MSc. Thesis:  
Evaluation of the effects of water stress and cutting on growth parameters, forage yield & 
quality of pearl millet (Pennisetum americanum L. Leek Var. Nutrifeed).  
 

Ph.D. Thesis: 
Phenotypic analysis and gene expression profiling of rice (Oryza sativa L.) mutants with 
altered responses to salt stress. 
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Working Experiences 
 

Year Company/Institute Position 

1990 -1992 Haft-Tappeh Sugarcane Agro-Industry Trainee 

1992 -1993 Karoon Sugarcane Agro-Industry Expert 

1993 -1994 
Sugarcane Development and by products 
Company 

Trainer and Expert 

1994 - 2003 
Agricultural Biotechnology Research Institute 
(ABRII) 

Researcher, Crop Physiologist 
(Drought and salinity stresses) 
 

1999 - 2003 ABRII 
Head, Technical Services and 
Research Support Dept., 
International Affairs 

2003 - 2008 International Rice Research Institute (IRRI) 
PhD scholar 
 

2008-present ABRII 
Faculty Member, Scientist, Crop 
physiologist 

2012-2014 ABRII 
Head, Public Affairs & 
International Cooperation Office 

2012-2014 ABRII Coordinator ECO-ABN 

2014-present ABRII 
Head, Molecular Plant 
Physiology Dept. 

2017-2019 
Agricultural Research, Education and Extension 
Organization (AREEO) 

National Focal Point and 
Coordinator of Iran-ICRISAT 
program 
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Iran. Babolsar - Iran. 
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Iran. Babolsar - Iran. 
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Keynote speech. August 13-18, 7th Crop Science Conference of Iran.  
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stress. The 5th Rice Genetics Symposium, November 19-24, Manila, Philippines. 
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 NAKHODA BABAK, LEUNG HEI, EGDANE JAMES, and ISMAIL ABDELBAGI M. 2006.  
Isolation and characterization of rice mutant lines with altered responses to salt stress. The 
36th Crop Science Conference of the Philippine, May 8-12, Peurto Princesa city, Palawan, 
Philippines. 

 NAKHODA BABAK, LEUNG HEI, EGDANE JAMES, and ISMAIL ABDELBAGI M. 2006.  
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India. 
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 NAKHODA BABAK, LEUNG HEI, EGDANE JAMES, and ISMAIL ABDELBAGI M. 2008.  
Responses of tolerant and sensitive rice mutants to salt stress at seedling stage. 5th 
International Crop Science Conference, April 13-18, Jejo, Korea. 
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August 12-15, Vienna, Austria. 
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responses to salt stress under saline and normal conditions. International Symposium on 
Induced Mutation in Plants, August 12-15, Vienna, Austria. 
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 Zeinalabedini M., M. Khayam-Nekoui, B. Nakhoda, and P. Martínez-Gómez. 2009. 
Identification of self-incompatibility and self-compatibility alleles in almond and some 
Prunus species using simple and multiplex PCR. 20th Crop Science Conference of the 
Philippines, May 18-23, 2009, Silliman University, Dumaguete, Philippines.  

 Babak Nakhoda, Fariborz Abbasi, Amir-Hossein Shirani-Rad, Mahmoud Khorrami-Vafa, 
and Ghasem Mohammadi-Nejad. 2009. Physiological, morphological, and biochemical 
aspects of water stress on yield, and yield components of bread wheat genotypes. The 3rd 
International Conference on Drought (InterDrought III), Oct. 11-16, Shanghi, China. 
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The 3rd International Conference on Drought (InterDrought III), Oct. 11-16, Shanghi, China. 
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during vegetative stage. The 6th International Symposium of Rice Genetics (RG6), Nov. 16-
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Australia.  
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 Farsi, M. Zeinolabedini, M., Imani, A., Nakhoda, B., Majidian, P., Dabbab, M., Mardi, M. 2011. 
Study of genetic diversity of selected Iranian almond germplasms using fluorescent-AFLP 
markers. XIII Eucarpia symposium on fruit breeding and genetics. 
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Eucarpia symposium on fruit breeding and genetics. 
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M. Farsi, M. Mardi, A. Imani. 2011. Evaluation of genetic relationships of some apricot cultivars 
and genotypes using fluorescent-AFLP markers. XIII Eucarpia symposium on fruit breeding 
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 Askarypour N, Tohidinejad E, Mohammadi-nejad G, Fotokian MH and Nakhoda, B*. 2011. The 
effect of drought stress and biologic fertilizers on Fenugreek. The International Symposium on 
Medicinal and Aromatic Plants. Dec.15-18, 2011, Empress Hotel, Chiang Mai, Thailand. 
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Evalution of drought tolerance induction by biologic fertilizer in Fenugreek. The International 
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Wageningen University, Netherlands.  
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 Babak Nakhoda, Ghasem Mohammadi-Nejad, Mohsen Mardi, Ashkboos Amini, Mohammad-
Taghi Tabatabaei. 2017. Identification of QTLs associated with salt tolerance in bread wheat 
cult. Roushan in cross with Falat, Sabalan, and Super Head-II using DArT markers. 4th 
Conference of Cereal Biotechnology and Breeding. November 6-9, 2017, Budapest, Hungary.  
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 Babak Nakhoda. 2023. Millet and sorghum as climate resilient crops to ensure food security 
under climate change conditions in Iran: current situation and future prospects. International 
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2. NAKHODA, B. 2000. Millets. Monograph. Agricultural Research, Education, and 
Extension Organization publication. 

 

Research interests 
 
 Physiology and molecular breeding of crop plants under environmental (abiotic) stresses, 

with focus on drought and salinity in cereals 

 Climate change, Climate Smart Agriculture and Alternative crops 

 High-throughput plant phenotyping and remote sensing 

 

 
Professional membership 
 

 Iranian Crop and Plant Breeding Sciences Society   1992-2014  

 National Drought Mitigation Committee of Iran    2000-2003 

 Editorial board of Drought and Drought Periods Journal   2000-2003 

 Crop Science Society of the Philippines     2004-2008 

 Genetics and MBB Society of the UPLB     2003-2008 

 Iranian Biotechnology Society      2008-Present  

 Board member, Biosafety Society of Iran     2008-2018 

 Editorial Board of Journal of Biosafety     2008-2018 

 Board member, Iranian Crop and Plant Breeding Sciences Society 2014-2018 

 Board member, Iranian Biotechnology Society    2016-Present 

 Genetics Society of Iran       2008-Present 

 Board member of the Research, Technology, Innovation and Infrastructure Group, Higher     

Council for Biotechnology Development, Vice-President for Science and Technology

 2015-Present 

 

 
 


